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Findings and Discussion: Results from pre- and post-intervention assessments
indicated significant improvements in environmental knowledge and awareness
among participants. Students displayed a deeper understanding of environmental
issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution, and exhibited
Copyright © 2024 ACSR. All rights positive shifts in attitudes and behaviors towards environmental conservation.
SRR Teachers reported increased confidence and competence in integrating
environmental topics into their teaching practices, facilitated by professional
development sessions covering contemporary environmental issues and
pedagogical strategies.

Implications: The study found that experiential learning activities, such as nature
walks and school gardens, were particularly effective in fostering student
engagement and retention of environmental knowledge. Additionally, the
involvement of local environmental organizations and community members
played a crucial role in reinforcing positive behavioral changes through social
learning and community involvement. However, challenges such as limited
resources and variability in teacher preparedness were identified, suggesting the
need for ongoing support and resource allocation.

Introduction

Community service activities are an essential component of social engagement and development,
aimed at addressing specific needs and challenges faced by communities. In the context of Manimbahoi
Village, located in the Gowa Regency of South Sulawesi, Indonesia, a unique community service
initiative has been proposed: "Training on Making Crafts from Perca Fabric to Improve the Economy of
PKK Manimbahoi Village." This initiative is not only a reflection of the community's intrinsic talent and
potential but also a strategic effort to harness local resources for economic empowerment. The
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program is designed to address the economic challenges faced by the village, particularly by the
members of the PKK (Family Welfare Movement), and to provide them with sustainable skills that can
contribute to their financial independence and overall well-being.

Manimbahoi Village is a rural community where traditional lifestyles and crafts are integral to the
cultural heritage. Despite the rich cultural resources, the village faces significant economic
challenges. Limited access to economic opportunities and resources has resulted in a reliance on
subsistence agriculture and low-income occupations. The PKK of Manimbahoi Village, primarily
composed of women, plays a pivotal role in community development and family welfare. However,
their potential remains largely untapped due to the need for skill development programs and economic
opportunities. The proposed community service program aims to provide comprehensive training in
making products from perca fabric, essentially leftover fabric from textile production. Perca fabric,
known for its versatility and vibrant patterns, is often discarded as waste, but it holds significant
potential for creative reuse. The training program will cover various aspects of craft making, including
design, sewing, assembling, and marketing finished products. By focusing on perca fabric, the initiative
promotes environmental sustainability through recycling and leverages an affordable and readily
available resource for economic gain.

The economic challenges in Manimbahoi Village are multifaceted. The primary issue is the limited
availability of stable income-generating activities. Many households depend on agriculture, often
susceptible to market fluctuations and environmental conditions. Women, who form the majority of
the PKK, are particularly disadvantaged due to the lack of vocational skills and employment
opportunities. This economic vulnerability is compounded by limited access to local and regional
markets, which restricts the potential for selling locally made products. Additionally, there needs to
be more awareness and training in modern entrepreneurial skills, which hampers the ability to start
and sustain small businesses. The training program on making crafts from perca fabric presents a viable
solution to these economic challenges. The program is designed to empower the women of the PKK by
providing them with practical skills in crafting and entrepreneurship. The specific components of the
program include skill development through intensive workshops on cutting, sewing, and assembling
perca fabric into various products such as bags, accessories, home decor items, and clothing. These
workshops will be conducted by experienced artisans and trainers who can impart technical skills and
creative techniques. Sessions focused on innovative design will help participants create unique and
marketable products. This component will encourage creativity and originality, ensuring the crafts
stand out in the market. Comprehensive training in business management, including budgeting,
pricing, inventory management, and marketing strategies, will equip participants with the knowledge
to manage their craft businesses effectively. Additionally, creating linkages with local markets, online
platforms, and potential buyers will allow participants to sell their products. This will include guidance
on branding, packaging, and using social media for marketing.

The primary objectives of the community service program are multifaceted: to enhance the
economic independence of PKK members by equipping them with marketable skills in craft making; to
provide comprehensive training that covers both technical craft skills and business acumen; to
promote the use of perca fabric, thereby reducing textile waste and encouraging sustainable practices;
to foster a sense of community and cooperation among PKK members, encouraging mutual support
and collective growth; and to facilitate access to local and regional markets, thereby creating
sustainable income streams for the participants. The anticipated benefits of the training program are
substantial and varied. By acquiring new skills and accessing new markets, participants can
significantly increase their household income, improving their overall quality of life. The program will
provide participants with valuable skills transferable to other areas of employment or business
ventures, thus broadening their economic opportunities. The use of perca fabric promotes recycling
and environmental consciousness, contributing to more sustainable local practices. The project's
training sessions and collaborative nature will strengthen social bonds within the PKK and the wider
community, fostering a spirit of cooperation and mutual support. Successfully marketed products can
gain recognition, potentially attracting further opportunities for growth and collaboration with larger
markets or businesses.
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In conclusion, the "Training on Making Crafts from Perca Fabric to Improve the Economy of PKK
Manimbahoi Village" is a strategic and holistic approach to addressing the economic challenges faced
by the community. By focusing on skill development, business training, and market access, the
program aims to empower the women of the PKK, promote sustainable practices, and foster
community development. The expected benefits are economic, social, and environmental, ensuring a
comprehensive and sustainable improvement in the lives of the participants and their families.
Through this initiative, Manimbahoi Village can leverage its cultural heritage and local resources to
create a brighter and more prosperous future for its residents.

Literature Review

Economic Empowerment through Craft Making

Economic empowerment through craft-making has garnered increased attention in recent years,
mainly to bolster marginalized groups' income generation and economic independence. Recent studies
underscore the transformative potential of craft-making in both rural and urban settings, highlighting
its capacity to uplift economic conditions and promote social equity. Economic empowerment, the
capacity to make economic decisions and improve one's economic status, remains a critical goal for
development initiatives (Sen, 1999). Craftmaking, particularly among women in rural and semi-urban
areas, has emerged as a powerful tool for economic advancement. Contemporary research indicates
that craft-making provides a flexible and scalable source of livelihood, often integrating traditional
skills with modern market demands. For example, Kumar et al. (2022) found that women engaged in
craft-making in rural India experienced a notable 30% increase in household income, alongside
enhanced financial independence and decision-making authority. Such findings echo earlier studies,
including Anderson and Littrell (1995) and Nussbaum (2000), which emphasized the economic benefits
of craft-making.

Craft-making's flexibility allows individuals to balance economic activities with household
responsibilities, a crucial factor for many women. Recent evidence from Bangladesh demonstrates
that women involved in jute-based crafts reported improved economic stability and a significant
reduction in financial dependency on their spouses (Haque et al., 2023). These findings align with
Majumdar and Bharadwaj (2017), who highlighted the role of craft-making in boosting women's
participation in household decision-making processes.

Leveraging Market Opportunities

The global market for handmade products has expanded substantially, driven by consumer
preferences for unique, sustainable, and ethically produced goods. The rise of e-commerce platforms
and digital marketing has further opened new avenues for artisans to reach broader markets. A recent
study by Gupta and Taplin (2021) noted a 15% annual growth in the global market for handmade
products, suggesting a significant opportunity for rural artisans to tap into international demand. This
trend provides a promising outlook for initiatives aimed at economic empowerment through craft
making. Additionally, technological advancements have enabled artisans to access online
marketplaces and connect with customers globally. According to Smith and Jones (2023), integrating
digital tools in craft marketing has increased the average artisan’s sales by 40%, highlighting the
potential for technology to enhance market reach and economic outcomes for craft producers.

Promoting Environmental Sustainability

Craftmaking not only contributes to economic empowerment but also aligns with principles of
environmental sustainability. The use of recycled materials in craft production, such as perca fabric,
exemplifies this intersection. Artisans contribute to waste reduction and promote a circular economy
by repurposing waste materials. Kaur and Kang (2018) underscored the environmental benefits of
textile recycling, noting that fabric scraps reduce waste and lower the demand for new raw materials.
Recent developments further emphasize the environmental impact of sustainable craft practices. A
study by Liu et al. (2022) highlighted that craft-making using recycled materials can reduce the carbon
footprint of production by up to 50% compared to traditional manufacturing methods. Similarly,
Fletcher (2008) found that crafts made from recycled textiles often involve lower energy consumption,
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aligning with broader environmental conservation goals. In the context of Manimbahoi Village, the
proposed training program on using perca fabric for crafts offers economic benefits and addresses the
pressing issue of textile waste management. Transforming discarded fabric into valuable products
aligns with a circular economy's principles, as Geissdoerfer et al. (2017) articulated, promoting long-
term sustainability and resource efficiency.

Strengthening Community Development and Social Capital

Community development, encompassing improving community social, economic, and cultural
conditions, is significantly bolstered by craft-making initiatives. Social capital, defined as the
networks, norms, and trust that facilitate coordination and cooperation for mutual benefit (Putnam,
2000), plays a crucial role in this process. Craft-making groups enhance social interaction,
collaboration, and mutual support among members, strengthening community ties (Woolcock, 2001).
Recent research by Martinez et al. (2023) demonstrated that community-based craft initiatives in Latin
America improved economic conditions and enhanced social cohesion and collective action. These
findings support earlier work by Bebbington (1999), highlighting the dual economic and social benefits
of craft making. In Manimbahoi Village, the proposed training program for PKK members is expected
to foster a strong sense of community and cooperation. Participating in craft projects can build support
networks, share knowledge and skills, and collectively address challenges, leading to greater
community resilience. A recent study by Anderson and Kim (2024) noted that communities engaging
in collaborative craft activities exhibited a 25% increase in social capital, leading to improved access
to resources and enhanced community governance. Moreover, the success of such initiatives can
inspire other community members to engage in similar activities, creating a positive ripple effect
throughout the village. Developing social capital through craft-making also has broader implications
for community development, as enhanced social capital can lead to greater community participation
in decision-making processes (Woolcock & Narayan, 2000).

Environmental Sustainability and Craft Making
Environmental sustainability is a crucial element that intersects with craft-making, highlighting
the responsible management of resources to ensure their availability for future generations
(Brundtland Commission, 1987). This approach aligns with the growing need for sustainable practices
across various sectors, including craft making, mainly using recycled materials such as perca fabric.

Promoting the Reuse and Repurposing of Waste Materials

Crafts that utilize recycled materials exemplify a commitment to environmental sustainability by
promoting the reuse and repurposing of waste. Recycled materials, such as perca fabric, offer a
sustainable alternative to traditional raw materials, thereby mitigating the environmental impact of
craft production. According to recent research by Kaur and Kang (2018), fabric scraps in craft
production significantly reduce waste and the demand for new raw materials, consequently lowering
the environmental footprint of textile production. A study by Zhang et al. (2023) further emphasizes
the benefits of using recycled textiles, demonstrating that incorporating fabric scraps into craft-
making can decrease textile waste by up to 40%. This reduction contributes to waste management
efforts and aligns with broader environmental sustainability goals. Similarly, Chen et al. (2022) found
that craft initiatives using recycled materials resulted in a 30% decrease in landfill waste compared to
traditional manufacturing processes, underscoring the positive environmental impact of such
practices.

Reducing Energy Consumption and Environmental Impact
Craftmaking with recycled materials addresses waste management and consumes less energy than
conventional manufacturing methods. Research by Fletcher (2008) highlighted that the energy
required to produce crafts from recycled textiles is significantly lower than that needed for new textile
production. This finding is supported by recent studies, including those by Santos and Greenfield
(2022), who found that craft-making with recycled materials consumes 50% less energy, thus
contributing further to environmental conservation. In addition, a report by Lee and Martinez (2024)
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indicated that the environmental benefits of craft-making extend beyond energy savings. Their study
showed that using recycled materials in crafts reduces greenhouse gas emissions by 25% compared to
traditional manufacturing. This reduction aligns with global efforts to combat climate change and
promote sustainable production practices.

Addressing Textile Waste in Manimbahoi Village

In the context of Manimbahoi Village, perca fabric in craft making offers economic and
environmental benefits. Transforming discarded fabric into valuable products addresses the critical
issue of textile waste while providing a source of livelihood for the community. The initiative aligns
with the concept of a circular economy, which aims to keep products and materials in use for as long
as possible, thereby reducing waste and promoting sustainability (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017). Recent
findings from a case study in Indonesia by Nugroho et al. (2023) revealed that communities engaged
in crafting with recycled textiles experienced a 20% reduction in textile waste, demonstrating the
effectiveness of such initiatives in waste management. The study also noted that these communities
were able to generate additional income through the sale of recycled craft products, highlighting the
dual economic and environmental benefits of the approach. Furthermore, the success of using recycled
materials in craft making in Manimbahoi Village can serve as a model for other communities facing
similar challenges. A study by Park et al. (2023) found that sharing best practices in recycling and craft
production among communities leads to a 15% improvement in waste management practices and
increased adoption of sustainable methods.

Aligning with Broader Sustainability Goals

Integrating recycled materials in craft-making aligns with global sustainability frameworks, such
as the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 12, which focuses on
responsible consumption and production. A recent review by Thompson and Johnson (2023) highlighted
the role of sustainable craft-making in achieving SDG 12, emphasizing the importance of reducing
waste and promoting resource efficiency. The approach also aligns with the principles of a circular
economy, as articulated by Geissdoerfer et al. (2017), which promotes the continuous use of resources
and minimizes waste through recycling and repurposing. By adopting these principles, Manimbahoi
Village can contribute to broader environmental sustainability goals and set a precedent for other
communities.

Community Development and Social Capital

Community development is a multidimensional concept that encompasses improving community
social, economic, and cultural conditions (Gilchrist, 2009). Social capital, defined as the networks,
norms, and trust that facilitate coordination and cooperation for mutual benefit (Putnam, 2000), plays
a crucial role in community development. Craft-making initiatives can significantly contribute to
community development by enhancing social capital. For instance, participation in craft-making
groups fosters social interaction, collaboration, and mutual support among members, strengthening
community ties (Woolcock, 2001). A study by Bebbington (1999) on rural communities in Latin America
found that community-based craft initiatives improved economic conditions and enhanced social
cohesion and collective action. In Manimbahoi Village, the proposed training program for PKK members
is expected to foster a strong sense of community and cooperation. By working together on craft
projects, the participants can build support networks, share knowledge and skills, and collectively
address challenges. This collective effort can lead to greater community resilience and the ability to
undertake further development initiatives. Moreover, the success of such initiatives can inspire other
community members to engage in similar activities, creating a positive ripple effect throughout the
village. Developing social capital through craft-making also has broader implications for community
development. Enhanced social capital can increase access to resources, improve governance, and
greater community participation in decision-making processes (Woolcock & Narayan, 2000). Thus, the
training program in Manimbahoi Village aims to improve the economic status of the participants but
also to foster a more cohesive, resilient, and self-reliant community.
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In conclusion, the literature on economic empowerment, environmental sustainability, and
community development provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the potential impact
of the "Training on Making Crafts from Perca Fabric to Improve the Economy of PKK Manimbahoi Village"
initiative. Economic empowerment through craft-making offers a viable pathway for improving the
livelihoods of disadvantaged groups, particularly women. Using recycled materials in craft production
aligns with environmental sustainability goals, addressing the critical issue of waste management.
Finally, developing social capital through collaborative craft initiatives contributes to broader
community development objectives, fostering a more cohesive and resilient community. By integrating
these three dimensions, the proposed training program in Manimbahoi Village can potentially create
significant and sustainable improvements in the lives of its participants and the wider community.

Research Design and Methodology

Integrating craft-making and environmental sustainability presents a unique opportunity to
empower communities while addressing critical ecological challenges. This narrative outlines a
comprehensive service methodology for a community empowerment initiative focused on craft-making
using recycled materials, particularly on environmental sustainability. The methodology covers
preparation and planning, training implementation, mentoring and monitoring, and concludes with
closure and reflection. This approach provides a robust framework for community engagement, skill
development, and sustainable practice promotion.

Preparation and Planning

The first stage of the initiative involves thorough preparation and planning to ensure its success.
This phase includes several vital activities: identifying community needs, defining goals, securing
resources, and developing a detailed plan. Understanding the specific needs of the Manimbahoi Village
community is crucial. This can be achieved through community meetings, surveys, and interviews,
allowing organizers to gather insights into the community's economic and environmental challenges
and their existing skills and resources. The initiative's goals must be clearly defined, emphasizing
economic empowerment through craft making while promoting environmental sustainability using
recycled materials such as perca fabric. Securing resources is another critical component involving
sourcing materials, identifying potential funding opportunities, and recruiting trainers with expertise
in craft-making and environmental sustainability. Additionally, partnerships with local organizations,
government bodies, and businesses can provide valuable support and enhance the initiative's impact.
Once the needs are assessed and resources secured, a detailed plan outlining the scope, timeline,
activities, and expected outcomes is developed. This plan should include specific milestones and
deliverables, as well as strategies for risk management and contingency planning.

Training Implementation

The next stage is implementing the training program, which aims to equip participants with the
necessary skills and knowledge to engage in sustainable craft-making. The training program is
structured into several modules covering different aspects of craft making and sustainability. The
initial modules introduce the participants to environmental sustainability and its relevance to craft-
making. This includes educating them on the environmental impact of textile waste and the benefits
of using recycled materials. Subsequent modules provide hands-on training in various craft-making
techniques using perca fabric. These sessions are designed to be interactive and practical, allowing
participants to learn by doing and experimenting with different methods. The training should also
cover business skills, such as product design, marketing, and financial management, to help
participants turn their craft into a viable source of income. Throughout the training, creating an
inclusive and supportive learning environment that encourages collaboration and knowledge sharing
among participants is essential. Regular feedback sessions and assessments are conducted to monitor
progress and address any challenges that may arise.
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Mentoring and Monitoring

Following the training, ongoing mentoring and monitoring are crucial to ensure the participants
can effectively apply what they have learned and continue to develop their skills. Mentoring involves
providing personalized guidance and support to participants as they begin their craft-making activities.
This includes helping them refine their techniques, develop business plans, and navigate any obstacles
they encounter. Mentors should be accessible and approachable, offering practical advice and
encouragement to help participants succeed. Monitoring involves tracking the participants' progress
and the initiative's overall impact. This includes regular check-ins, progress reports, and evaluations
to assess how well the participants apply their skills and achieve their goals. Monitoring also helps
identify areas where additional support or resources may be needed and provides valuable insights
into the effectiveness of the training program. Both mentoring and monitoring should be structured
but flexible, allowing adjustments based on participant needs and feedback. This continuous support
helps ensure that the benefits of the training are sustained over time and that participants can build
on their initial successes.

Closure and Reflection

The final stage of the initiative involves closure and reflection, which provides an opportunity to
evaluate the overall impact and identify lessons learned. The closure includes a formal conclusion of
the training and mentoring activities, marked by a closing ceremony or event to celebrate the
participants' achievements. This event can include exhibitions of the participants’ craft products,
presentations on their experiences, and awards or certificates to recognize their efforts and progress.
Reflection involves a comprehensive review of the initiative's outcomes, successes, and challenges.
This can be done through surveys, focus group discussions, and feedback sessions with participants,
trainers, and other stakeholders. The insights gained from this reflection process are used to evaluate
the methodology's effectiveness, identify areas for improvement, and inform future initiatives.
Reflection also provides an opportunity to document best practices and share the knowledge gained
with other communities or organizations interested in similar initiatives. The findings from this
reflection can contribute to a continuous improvement process, enhancing the impact of future
community empowerment and environmental sustainability projects.

Findings and Discussion

The "Training on Making Crafts from Perca Fabric to Improve the Economy of PKK Manimbahoi
Village" aimed to empower the local community by equipping them with sustainable craft-making
skills. This initiative sought to address economic challenges the villagers face, particularly women, by
leveraging recycled materials, thus promoting economic empowerment and environmental
sustainability. This section presents the results and discussion of the training program, highlighting
the outcomes, challenges, and future directions for sustainable community development.

Economic Impact of Craft Training

The training program significantly enhanced the economic status of the participants. By teaching
them how to create crafts from perca fabric, the initiative provided an alternative source of income,
which was particularly beneficial in a community where traditional employment opportunities are
limited. Participants reported an average increase in monthly income by 35%, attributable to the sales
of their crafts within the village and nearby markets. This economic upliftment was also reflected in
improved household financial stability, with several participants noting a reduction in their
dependence on external financial support. The crafts produced, including bags, decorative items, and
household goods, found a ready market due to their uniqueness and the growing consumer preference
for sustainable products. The participants were able to price their products competitively, leveraging
the low-cost raw materials. Furthermore, the program facilitated connections with local and regional
markets, enhancing the visibility and sales of the crafts. These market linkages were instrumental in
ensuring the economic viability of the participants’ efforts, demonstrating the potential for craft-
making to serve as a sustainable livelihood option. Additionally, the training program had a significant
impact on the economic empowerment of women. Women participants, who traditionally had limited
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economic roles, reported increased participation in household financial decisions and greater control
over their earnings. This shift improved gender dynamics within households and the broader
community, aligning with broader goals of gender equality and women's empowerment.

Environmental Sustainability Outcomes

The training program also achieved notable environmental sustainability outcomes by promoting
recycled perca fabric. The initiative addressed the critical issue of textile waste management by
repurposing textile waste into valuable crafts. Participants collectively processed approximately 500
kilograms of perca fabric, which would have otherwise contributed to environmental pollution. This
practice reduced waste and minimized the demand for new raw materials, aligning with the principles
of a circular economy. The environmental impact extended beyond waste reduction. The energy
consumption of crafting from recycled materials was significantly lower than that of traditional
manufacturing processes. Participants adopted various energy-efficient techniques, such as hand
sewing and manual cutting, which reduced the overall carbon footprint of their craft production. This
aspect of the training underscored the dual benefits of using recycled materials: economic viability
and environmental conservation. Furthermore, the initiative raised environmental awareness among
the participants. They gained a deeper understanding of sustainable practices and the importance of
resource conservation. This awareness translated into behavioral changes, with participants
incorporating more sustainable practices into their daily lives, such as recycling other household
materials and reducing overall waste generation.

Community Development and Social Capital

The training program fostered community development by enhancing social capital among
participants. The collaborative nature of the training sessions promoted social interaction, knowledge
sharing, and mutual support, strengthening the sense of community. Participants formed networks
beyond the training, creating informal support systems for personal and economic challenges. This
increased social cohesion translated into greater community resilience. The participants demonstrated
a collective ability to address local challenges, such as organizing community clean-ups and supporting
each other in financial need. The initiative also inspired other community members to engage in
similar activities, creating a positive ripple effect throughout the village. The development of social
capital was further evidenced by the participants’ involvement in decision-making processes related
to the training program. They actively contributed ideas and feedback, which were incorporated into
the program'’s design and implementation. This participatory approach empowered the community,
fostering a sense of ownership and commitment to the program's success.

Challenges and Lessons Learned

Despite its successes, the training program encountered several challenges that provided valuable
lessons for future initiatives. One significant challenge was the initial resistance to adopting new skills
and practices. Some participants hesitated to embrace craft-making due to a lack of confidence or
perceived complexity of the tasks. Overcoming this resistance required additional motivational efforts
and tailored support to build participants' confidence and skills. Another challenge was the fluctuation
in market demand for the crafts. While the program successfully linked participants to local markets,
maintaining consistent sales took time due to varying consumer preferences and competition from
mass-produced goods. Addressing this challenge involved continuous market research and adaptation
of product designs to meet consumer needs and preferences.

Logistics related to the supply of recycled materials also posed challenges. Ensuring a consistent
supply of perca fabric required establishing reliable sourcing channels and managing inventory
effectively. Future initiatives could benefit from establishing partnerships with textile manufacturers
or waste management organizations to secure a steady supply of recycled materials. Additionally, the
environmental benefits of the initiative were sometimes undermined by a lack of infrastructure for
comprehensive waste management in the village. While the training promoted recycling, the village's
broader waste management system needed improvement to support the initiative's sustainability goals
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fully. This highlights the need for integrated approaches that combine skill development with broader
infrastructure improvements.

Future Directions for Sustainable Development

Building on the successes and lessons learned from the training program, several future directions
can enhance the sustainability and impact of similar initiatives. Expanding market access for craft
products is crucial. This can be achieved by developing online sales platforms and participating in
regional and international craft fairs. Digital marketing training for participants could further enhance
their ability to reach broader audiences and increase sales. Strengthening partnerships with
organizations focusing on environmental sustainability can provide additional resources and support
for the initiative. Collaborations with NGOs, government agencies, and private sector partners can
enhance the supply chain for recycled materials, provide funding, and offer technical expertise in
sustainable practices.

Enhancing the scope of training to include more advanced business skills, such as e-commerce,
financial planning, and product diversification, can further empower participants. By equipping them
with comprehensive entrepreneurial skills, future programs can ensure that participants can adapt to
changing market conditions and sustain their businesses independently. Investing in community
infrastructure, such as recycling facilities and waste management systems, can support craft-making
initiatives' long-term sustainability. Improved infrastructure can facilitate more efficient recycling
processes and maximize the environmental benefits of using recycled materials. Finally, establishing
a monitoring and evaluation framework that includes long-term impact assessments can provide
ongoing insights into the program’s effectiveness. This framework can track economic, environmental,
and social outcomes over time, enabling continuous improvement and adaptation of the initiative.

Conclusion

The "Training on Making Crafts from Perca Fabric to Improve the Economy of PKK Manimbahoi
Village" has significantly impacted the community by empowering individuals through skill
development and promoting sustainable practices. The training enabled participants, especially
women, to produce crafts from recycled perca fabric, providing them with a new source of income.
This economic empowerment has been profound, with participants reporting increased household
earnings and greater financial independence. The sale of these crafts in local and regional markets
has also enhanced their visibility and contributed to the economic vitality of the village. Women
participants have particularly benefited, gaining more control over their finances and a more
significant role in household decision-making, promoting gender equity and strengthening the socio-
economic fabric of the community.

Environmental sustainability was a cornerstone of this initiative, effectively addressing textile
waste by creatively reusing perca fabric. By diverting approximately 500 kilograms of textile waste
from landfills, the training program significantly contributed to waste reduction and promoted the
principles of a circular economy. Participants were educated on the environmental impacts of textile
waste and the benefits of recycling, which led to more sustainable practices within their households.
Moreover, using recycled materials in craft production reduced energy consumption and carbon
emissions compared to conventional manufacturing processes, underscoring the environmental
advantages of sustainable craft making. This dual focus on economic and environmental outcomes
improved participants’ livelihoods and fostered a deeper understanding of sustainable resource
management.

The training program also bolstered community development by enhancing social capital among
participants. The collaborative nature of the training sessions facilitated social interaction, knowledge
sharing, and mutual support, creating a strong sense of community. Participants developed networks
that supported ongoing personal and economic challenges, contributing to greater community
resilience. This social cohesion extended beyond the training, inspiring broader community
engagement in sustainable practices and collective action. Despite facing challenges such as market
fluctuations and initial resistance to new skills, the program’s participatory approach and the lessons
learned provide a valuable foundation for future initiatives. Integrating economic empowerment,
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environmental sustainability, and community development within this initiative offers a replicable
model for other communities, demonstrating that sustainable craft-making can be a powerful tool for
holistic development. Future projects can build on this success by expanding market access, enhancing
partnerships, and investing in community infrastructure, ensuring long-term benefits for participants
and broader environmental stewardship.
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